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We are requested to say that, in conse¬

quence of severe illness in the family of the
Hon. Linn Boyd, the Speaker of the House of
Representative*, the reception of himself and
lady, announced for this evening, is necessarily
postponed.

CONGRESS.
In the Senate, yesterday, a resolution offered

by Mr. Cass, calling for all correspondence
touching overtures by the Papal States for
diplomatic relations with the United States,
led to considerable debate, in which the re

cent outrages and violent demonstrations to¬
wards the papal nuncio, M. Bedini, were se¬

verely commented upon. The resolution was

adopted.
In the House of Representatives, Mr. Ben¬

son offered a resolution, which was adopted,
instructing the Committee on Agriculture to

inquire into the expediency of establishing an

agricultural bureau in connexion with the De¬
partment of the Interior.
The House, in Committee of the Whole on

the state of the Union, discussed the Erie rail¬
road difficulties.

THE VERMONT SENATORIAL QUES¬
TION.

Pressing engagements have not permitted us

to scrutinize the course of the debate in the
Senate touching the right of Senator Phelps to
the seat he occupies. Indeed, we have not
been able to give the question involved an atten¬
tive consideration, by examining the precedents
which former legislation furnishes. Under
these circumstances, we lay before onr readers,
with much pleasure, an article on the Vermont
case, from the p^n of a gentleman of great po
litical experience, who lias rendered valuable
services to his country and to true democratic
principles. It will be found in another column, I
over the signature of " Virginius."

THE NEBRASKA QUESTION.
In the Senate, yesterday, Judge Douglas re¬

ported from the Committee on Territories a

new bill for the organization of the territory
now included within the limits of Nebraska,
which is a substitute for that which was brought
forward some weeks since as an amendment to
the bill introduced by Mr. Dodge, of Iowa.
The substitute reported yesterday was ordered
to be printed, and its leading features are:

1. The organization of two territories within
the present limits of Nebraska, the one to be
called Kanzas and the other Nebraska.

2. A definite, distinct, and positive repeal of
the anti-slavery restriction of the Missouri com¬

promise.
That portion of the new bill which relates to

the Missouri compromise is in the following
words: " The Constitution ami laws of the
I ruted States, which are not locally inapplica¬
ble, shall have the same force and effect in the
said territory of Nebraska as elsewhere within
the United States, except the eiyhth section of
the act preparatory to the admission of Missouri
into the Union, approved March 6, 1820, which
was superseded by the principles of legislation
of 1850, commonly called the compromise meas¬

ures, and is hereby declared inoperative."
The same provision is applied to the pro

posed territory of Kanzas. It is hardly neces¬

sary for us to say that we heartily approve of
this method of disposing of the slavery agita¬
tion, by removing all obstructions to the full
and entire operation of the principles sanctioned
by the'democracy at Baltimore. From the be¬

ginning of the Nebraska discussion, we have
contended that no room should be left for
doubt and future difficulty and strife; and that
the eighth section of the Missouri compromise
should be definitely and distinctly disposed of,
because it was in derogation of those principles
which the good faith of the democracy is

pledged to uphold and maintain, as a full, com¬

plete, and final settlement of the slavery ques¬
tion, which has caused so many discords and
so much bitter and unfriendly feeling in the
confederacy.
We are not advised of the purposes and in¬

tentions of the administration ; but we have
reason to believe that the President has deter¬
mined to sustain, with whatever influence he
can legitimately exercise to that end, the posi¬
tive repeal of the Missouri compromise, for the
reasons we have hitherto insisted on. If this lie
so, the Washington Union, misled by its soft-
shell and Van-Buren allies, has repeated the
blunder which it made touching the Pacific rail¬
road. And in this connexion we would remark,
that, because of an error in our article of Knn-

day, which was not detected in time for cor¬

rection, we did not state exactly and definitely
the relative position* which Mr. Sumner, of

Massachusetts, and the Washington Union
occupied at that particular time on the Ne¬
braska question. It itras our inteution to have
said that practically they occupied the same

ground. Mr. Sumner desired to reaffirm the
Missouri compromise, whilst the Washington
Union opposed any attempt to repeal the re¬

strictive clause of the Missouri compromise,
but was willing to give the future State to

be erected the power to settle the question
of slavery by ber constitution, when it should
apply for admission into the Union. Prac¬
tically this would exclude the slaveholder as

effectually as the Missouri compromise from
Nebraska in all time to come, inasmuch as

the prohibition of slavery in a territory is
as perfect and absolute an assurance as can

be given that the prohibition will be perpetuated
when a State government is formed.
But Htrange to say.no, it is not strange to

say.the Washington Union has again faced
to the right-about. Although it had opposed,
as late as Friday, any attempt to repeal the
Missouri restriction, it is now willing to re¬
move all doubt by defiuite and distinct legis¬
lation. We are glad of it, if the fresh con¬
viction be true and permanent; for it is
never too lato for honest contrition and sin¬
cere repentance. The Territorial Committeo
of the Senate has presented a clear proposition,
and we trust that the Washington Union will
now join with us in reparing the injury which
its erring course has already effected, because
it spoke in official accents and led many weak
vessels astray. In au article written by us

some months ago, we remarked that the de¬
fence which an organ could give an adminis¬
tration was really valueless, whilst its frequent
blunders must tell with crashing force. It may
be, therefore, that the Washington Union can¬

not repair the damage done by its adherence
to the Missouri compromise; but if it la¬
bors with zeal and energy to accomplish that
end, we will do what we can to help it. At all
events, we trust that it will remember the Pa¬
cific railroad and the territory of Nebraska
when it again undertakes to lead public senti¬
ment.
But perhaps some incredulous persons may

not believe that the Washington Union has
turned, in the twinkling of an eye, in the man¬

ner and form we have stated. For the benefit
of such, if any such there be, we quote the
following extract from the Washington Union
of Sunday, which is the last number of that
journal that has been issued up to the time of
this present writing:

u The bill reported by Mr. Douglas chal¬
lenges the support of every true democrat uponthe°ground that it re-enacts and re affirms the
principles of the compromise of 1850. It as¬
sumes that that compromise was designed to be
final and permanent in its operation. It as¬

sumes, what cannot be controverted, that the

Seat principles of the compromise of 1850, so
r as the question of slavery in new territo¬

ries is involved, was the recognition of the
doctrine of congressional non-intervention.
This principle necessarily leaves the qnestiou
to the decision of those inhabiting the terri¬
tory, and it as necessarily secures to all citi¬
zens the right to emigrate to such territory,
and to enjoy their rights, whether of per¬
son or property, unembarrassed by con¬

gressional restrictions or prohibitions. This
being the effective and vital principle of the
compromise of 1850, it must be apparent
that its introduction into the Nebraska bill is
no more than giving permanency and perpet¬
uation to that, compromise. We understand
this principle to be incorporated into Mr. Doug¬
las's bill, and because we have so understood
it we have given to it a ready and cordial sup¬
port. But if there can be a doubt raised on
this point, it is due to the momentous character
of the question that such doubt shall be re¬
moved. This can be done in strict accordance
with the compromise of 1850, and it is on the
ground that the principles of that compromise
ought to be perpetuated that no room for mis¬
construction should be left- By the compromise
of 1850, the Territories of Utah and New
Mexico were free and open to emigration, and
the rights of person and property were subject
only to the restrictions and limitations imposed
by the Constitution of the United States and
the acts giving governments to these territo¬
ries. The same provision is made in Mr.
Douglas's bill for Nebraska; or if it is doubt¬
ful whether such provision is made, we are
sure every democrat will readily see that a
faithful adherence to the compromise of 1850
requires that it should be made. The great
matter is to stand firmly united upon the prin¬
ciples of the compromise. By this coarse alone
can we avoid the agitation which oar enemies
are so willing to foment. On this ground, we
believe their hopes of sowing discord and dis¬
sension again iu our ranks will be signally dis¬
appointed."

DEATH OF THE RUSSIAN MINISTER.

M. de Bodisco, the minister of Russia to this
government, died yesterday, at his residence in
Georgetown. He had resided in this District
for many years. lie was well known and

highly esteemed by onr citizens. The New
York TYibune says:
"He must be about seventy years of age,

was a Wallachian noble by birth, and first en¬
tered the public service in Russia about fifty
years ago, without fortune, endowed with some

inowleage of the French language, and a

plain hand-writing. He began in tne bureau
of the minister of foreign affairs at St Peters-
burgh, in the lowest or 12th class of the tschin,
or official hierarchy, which embraces all branch¬
es of the public service, and attained the third
class as a privy councillor, or, in military valu¬
ation, as a lieutenant general.
"During his long diplomatic career, he never

affixed his name to any act or treaty concluded
by him, nor was he ever employed by the gov¬
ernment on any occasion of special import¬
ance. He owed his good fortune principallyto having been attached in the quality of sec¬

retary to Count Sechtelen, who, after the secret
interview at Abo, in 1812, between the Empe¬ror Alexander and Bernadotte, the elected he¬
reditary Prince of Sweden, resided in the qual¬
ity oC an imperial commissioner at the head¬
quarters of the prince during the campaign of
1812-'13. With Count Setchtelen, Mr. Bodisco
went to Paris, and thence to Vienna, during
the famous congress which settled the affairs
of the continent. The count was appointed
the Russian envoy at the court of Stockholm,
and Mr. Bodisco first secretary of legation.Count Sechtelen enjoyed a great favor with the
Emperors Alexander and Nieholas, and on his
death-bed some 18 years ago recommended
his secretary to the sovereign.

"After the decease of his generous bene¬
factor, Mr. Bodisco was for some time charged'affaires at Stockholm, whence he was sent in
the capacity of minister to Washington. A
few years after his arrival here, he married Miss
Williams, of Georgetown, a young American
lady of remarkable beauty. By her he has
seven small^ children, besides three grown-upnephews, and a niece of whom he always took
paternal care.

" Mr. Bodisco is distinguished by remarkablefinancial abilities. Through the liberality of
. his former patron, aud the Russian govern¬

ment, he accumulated a considerable capitalduring his long service in Europe, which, joined
to an intelligent economy of nis large salary
here, (more than twenty thousand dollars yearly,)enabled him, In this country, to carry on specu¬
lations on a large soale in lands and stocks,
and especially in the loans for the Mexican
war. Ills property must exceed half a million
of dollars."

CONFIRMATIONS BY THE SENATE.

The following nominations by the Pretidetil
of the U&jted States were recently confirmed
by the Senate«
B. B. French, of Washington, Commissioner

of Poblie Buildings, vie< William Easby, re¬

signed.
Robert H. Clements, Benjamin K. Morsell,

David Saunders, Nicholas Van Zandt, Robert
White, and Benjamin B. French, to be justices
of the peace for the county of Washington and
the District of Columbia.

Mr. Guthrie at Home.
" At a large meeting, (says the Kentuckian,published at Covington^) recentlyheld in Frank¬

fort, of the democratic members of the Ken¬
tucky legislature, and other prominent demo¬
crats from various portions of the State, a reso¬
lution offered by Colonel 11. C. Harris, of this
city, endorsing Mr. Outline as an able cham¬
pion of the democratic party, and approving his
course as Secretary of the Treasury, was unani¬
mously adopted. Our friends abroad will seo

by this that the lion-hearted democracy of'old
Kentucky ' clings to the secretary as the ' no¬
blest Roman of them all.' "
The foreging paragraph is from the Wash¬

ington Union of Sunday morning. We are per¬
mitted to give the subjoined letter from a dis¬
tinguished democratic member of the senate of
Kentucky, which will show how far the demo¬
cratic caucus were disposed to endorse Mr.
Guthrie as the " noblest Roman of them all."
The sound democracy of Kentucky have no
more sympathy with Mr. Guthrie's interference
in New York politics than they had with him
when he permitted himself to be led by the
whigs of Kentucky, in their wild and reckless
systeir of slack-water improvement, which en¬
tailed upon the State its present enormous debt,
and which the "lion-hearted" democracy of
that State have always in solid column op¬
posed and condemned.

"Frankkort, January 10, 1854.
" Dear Sir: In a caucus held last night bythe democrats, Governor Powell was renomi¬

nated as the democratic candidate for senator.
No other name was put in nomination. I am
sorry to say there was a want of harmony in
the meeting.not in reference to the nomina¬
tion or anything connected with it, but in re¬
gard to some resolutions offered by General
Pilcher, endorsing the administration and Mr.
Guthrie in particular. There was a good deal
of useless discussion, which tended to inflame
the minds of some present, and which resulted
in Pilcher's withdrawing all of his resolutions.
H. C. Harris then offered a resolution approv¬ing the report of the Secretary of the Treasury,which was adopted, and the meeting adjourned.'. Previous to Pilcher's resolution being of
fered, Gholson offered a resolution endorsingPresident Pierce's inaugural and message,which was adopted unanimously. I was ex¬
tremely sorry to see Pilcher's resolutions
brought in. He was certainly laboring under
a mistaken notion regarding the sentiments ofthe people touching the Bronson affair." As a democrat of the highest stamp, Mr.
Guthrie is entitled to the highest gratitude of
his party for his devotion to its principles; but
there is no good reason why the democrats
should not condemn him and all others for
their officious intermeddling with matters not
belonging to them. It was an unfortunate mis¬
take of Guthrie and the President, and the less
that is said about it, the better it will be for
the party. If, however, those who are willing
to become the ready slaves of Gnthrie, will per¬sist in bolstering him for his conduct in the
New York affair, the consequences be upontheir own heads. Yours, Ac."

NEWS FROM EUROPE.
Our readers will find, under our telegraphic

head, a synopsis of the interesting news brought
by the British steamer Niagara from Liver¬
pool, which arrived at Halifax yesterday.
Much space is given to the efforts which

England, France, Austria, and Prussia have
made, and are still making, to put an end to
the war between Russia and Turkey. But
looking to the real origiu of that war,
and considering the consistent pertinacity of
the Russian government and the character
of the Russian emperor, we have no idea that
any permanent adjustmentcan be accomplished.
A hollow and temporary truce is all that can be
effected, for the heart of the Csar Nicholas is,
in our judgment, determined to turn the Black
sea on the south, and open a way to the east
and to the Mediterranean. We have always
regarded the casus belli in this light; and
we infer that the people of England regard it
in the same light, from the indications which
have been given of public sentiment, and from
the rise in breadstuffs which the Niagara re¬

ports.
TheEnglish and French fleets have at length

been ordered to the Black sea to check the
operations of the Russian navy. This fact is
importaut as well as Significant. Year after
year the Russians have been struggling to turn
the Black sea on the north, bnt the strong de¬
fences of the Caucassian mountains, and the
resolute courage of their inhabitants, have thus
far blocked up that road to the east. By a

sadden movement a Russian force might be
sent across the Black sea into Asia ; but Eng¬
land and France can send squadrons through
the Dardanelles, which could cut off and starve
out a Russian force in Asia, which depended
on the navigation of the Black sea for supplies
and reinforcemeuts. Russia wishes to avoid
such a hazard, and she wishes to obtain com¬
mand of the Mediterranean. To accomplish
these things, she must take Constantinople; and
if it be true that Prussia and Austria have united
with England and France in good faith, and
with a determined purpose to preserve the in¬
tegrity of the Ottoman empire, the czar may
possibly see that he must wait a while before
he can accomplish his long cherished purpose.
But that is all he will do, if we understand the
matter correctly.

NATIONAL THEATRES.
The performance of the "Willow Copse" at

the National theatre on Saturday night was wit¬
nessed by a largo assemblage. The u Willow
Copse" is a domestic drama of much merit. It
abounds in fine passages and the most exciting
scenes. It was admirably performed, and the
most rapturous applauses bore testimony to the
satisfaction of the audicnce. Mr. McDonough,
Mr. Hale, and Mrs. Duffiold sustained the
principal characters, and added much to their
already high fame. They were called out by
the house at the close of the performance, and
mado graceful and appropriate acknowledg¬
ments.

The National presents unusual attractions
this week. The celebrated Irish comedian and
vocalist, Mr. Collins, commenced an engage¬
ment lf»st night, which we hope will continue
snmo time. Those who lovp mirth and musip
should not let slip the opportunity now offered
to them of hearty enjoyment.

Supreme Court of the United Mates.
Monday, January 23, 1854.

James II. Thompson and Rufus P. Spalding
esqs., of Ohio:. William Henry Norris, esq., of
Maryland, ana Isaac N. Arnold, esq., of Illi¬
nois, were admitted attorneys and counsellors
of this court.

No. 48. John McDonogh's executors et al.
appellants, r*. Mary, Murdoch and others. The
argument of this cause was commenced' byMessrs. Brent and May, for the appellants.

Adjourned till to morrow at 11 o'clock.

19"The Norfolk and Portsmouth Herald
lays:
"While we award full praise to President

Pierce for his proclamation against the land
pirates of the Pacific, who in open day are
violating our laws and treaties by attempts to
rob a friendly neighbor of his territory, it brings
up a bitter recollection, that, for the same
prompt and paiseworthy act of President Fill¬
more in regard to the Cuba filibusters, he was

ruthlessly assailed by the sarno presses which
aided to elect Mr. Pierce, and which will doubt¬
less, as ono of them (the Washington IMion)has already done, extol him for so nobly sus¬
taining the laws and the obligations of treaties.
The policy of President Fillmore's administra¬
tion was strictly natioual, and aimed at a rigidenforcement of the Constitution and laws, with¬
out fear, favor, or affection. IfPresident Pierce's
administration is faithful to these high trusts,
it must, in its own despite, sustain and exalt
tho character of his 'illustrious predecessor.'"
We take leavo to say that there is a marked

and manifest difference between the two pro¬
clamations referred to by the Herald, and to
the circumstances under which they were issued.
We stated those differences in an article that
we published several days ago. Almost the
only points of coincidence between them are,
that they were both proclamations, and against
filibusters. There was a revolt, or it was so

believed, in the case of Cuba. Natives ofCuba
were engaged with Lopez, who commanded
the expedition, and who was himself a Span¬
ish subject. The discontent in the island was
widespread.-disaffection general. But in the
case that has recently occurred, and which
drew out President Pierce's proclamation,
there was no revolt of Mexican citizens against
Mexican rule. There was no discontent among
them. Th«y did not incite, encourage, or ex¬

pect any such expedition. It took them by sur¬

prise. They opposed it; they happily crushed
it. It was nothing but a band of lawless ma¬
rauders who went for the purposes of conquest
and plunder.

Congrtssional.
THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS.

FIRST SESSION.

Senate.Monday, January 23, 1854.
Hon. Robert M. Toombs, o! Georgia, appearedto-day.
Ou motion by Mr. PETTIT. the Committee on

Private Land Claims were allowed to employ a
cleric.

NEBRASKA.
Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Terri¬

tories, reported a bill to establish the territorial
governments of Nebraska and Kanzas. He said
that the bill formerly reported by the committee to
establish a territorial government of Nebraska
fixed its southern boundary at the line of 36° 30'.
The attention of the committee hnd been called to
the fact that that line would divide the territory
set apart for the Cherokee nation. The committee
therefore proposed to substitute the line of 37°
north latitudt. The people of that territory had
two delegates here, who urged that the territoryshould be divided into two territories, and so far
as he had consulted with the delegation of Mis¬
souri and Iowa, the committee had come to the
conclusion that the interests of the people there
would be better served by having two :erritories,
and had so reported. He moved that it be printed ;which motion was agreed to.

SKSATE CONTINGENT FUND.
Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Finance,

to which had been referred the bill regnlating the
manner.of disbursing the contingent fund of the
Senate and the amendments made thereto by the
House of Representatives, reported the tame
back, with a recommendation that the House
amendments be rejected, except the last, which
they recommended should be with an
amendment providing that the Secretary of the
Senate shall deposit all money drawn from the
treasury by him in such public depository in this
city as might be designated by the Secretary of
the Treasury, and that all payments by him shall
be made by warrants drawn on such depository.These recommendations were concurred in by
the Senate.

WIDOW OF CAPTAIN GUNNISON.
Mr. JONES, of Iowa, reported a bill granting a

pension of five years' half-pay to the widow of
Captain Gunnison, who was lately killed by the
Indians in Utah; which was read, and passed.

MILITARY ACADEMY APPROPRIATION BILL.
Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Finance,

reported back the bill making appropriations for
the support of the military academy, with amend¬
ments, appropriating t5,000 for the repairs of the
professor's quarters; and S20,000 for a cavalry ex¬
ercise hall; which amendments were agreed to.

Mr. SHIELDS moved further to amend the bill
by increasing the compensation of the professors
of French, drawing, and sword exercise; which
was also agreed to, and the bill was passed.

THE GERMANIC COKFIDKRACY,
On motion by Mr. MASON :

Rftolrtd, That the President be guested to communl
cate to the Senate, as far as mar be compatible with the
public intereat, copies of all the despatch** writton by A.
Dudley Mann, whilst he was employed In the diplomatic
Mrvice of the United States at or near the States of the
Germanic Confederation, Hungary, and Switserland, to
Bother with copies of all the instructions under which he
ncted, and other communications made to him by the De¬
partment of State.

MON8IGN OR BE DIN I.
Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution :
Reiohvd, That the President of the United States be re-

ouftftted to communicate to the Benate, as fkr a* he may
aeeiu It compatible with the public interest, a copy of any
correspondence which may hare taken pl»*« with j?ov-ernment of the Papal States, touching a mission to the Uni¬
ted States.

Mr. CASS said thnt it was known that for some
time past a gentleman had been in the I nited
Slates, charged with some kind of special mission
to this government. He had seen in the public
.ournals accounts of violence and hostile outrages
against this person, which he felt sure no Ameri¬
can could hear of without regret. As a private
individual, this foreigner was entit ed to that pro¬
tection, under the faJ*, which all good citraen*
would endeavor to secure him and if he be charged
with any diplomatic character, then in a greater
degree should this nation protect him. He desired
to know if it were true that he had been charged
with any mission to this government, because, il
he were, il would be becoming in this government
to see if any further legislation be needed for the
protection of suchfunctionar.es. He had made
inquiries as to the character of this *">1toman,
and had received assurances oi the high regard
and esteem entertained for him at home. llelore
he was sent here, the Papal government inquired
of the American representative at Rome as to
whether this mission would be ravoraberece.vcd
by the people and government of the United
States; and that representative had replied that it

W<Mr.'C. alluded to the accusations made against
the papal representative of having been the insti¬

gator of the execution, as >t was caUed but morc

properly murder, of Bm*I, «
that his information waa such as to indihl"1
belive that the gentleman he .U"de/J*°rh"d. B?
more to do with that affair than he (Mr, C.) bad.
That proceeding was the work Of the
military authority. These v.otont and h^ito de¬
monstration* against this person were oa cu a e«l
to prevent the spread of republican
they would be heralded from England to Siberia
as evidence of the inefficiency of popular govern¬
ments to restrain tumultuous pjweed.ngs and
preserve law and order. H« the

^
I

ticularly to the violence manifested al^New Yfa ,

Baltimore, and in Cincinnati; and condemned it in

"7*MASON said he bad listened with Kreatsat-
isfaction to the sent.ments expressedby the veM-

rable senator from Michigan. If
thing in opr form of government i»^lhe Amer.-VJ, .ho;.|d b.
other, it was thnt it was a governingsta£a#

issftsssrws - res,"
though the protect ion of the national government
might not reach him, yet the
here of the representatives ol the States migni

have some effect in retraining (he turbulent. If
he were not here as the guest of the nation, he
waa here aa a stranger and a foreigner; and he
hoped the people of this nation had not yet reached
that position when they should exclaim as of old
it was said in Rome ; "You are an alien, an ene¬
my." If he was accused of crime, (and he was
glad to hear the senator express his disbelief of
the fact,) he was still not to be outraged, because
for it he was responsible to the lawa of hi* own
nation.
Mr. BUTLER aaid he had read with surpriseand regret the reports of the outrages upon this

gentleman. He was rejoiced, however, to be able
to say in the Senate that they were the acts of a
few irresponsible persons, whose conduct in no
way reflected the sentiments of the Amerioan
people. Such conduct was at variance with the
principles of the religion professed both by Protes¬
tants and Catholics, lie joined heartily in the ex¬
pression of silt disgust for the recent exhibitions
of hostility to this gentleman in New York, Balti¬
more, and Cincinnati.
Mr. DAWSON said that in these outrages,American hospitality had been stabbed. lie re¬

gretted it as deeply as others, but particulary be¬
cause in those localities where they took plact* noeffort was made by the authorities to put them
down or to bring the offenders to punishment.The cause was, that the Constitution and laws of
the United States were no longer enforced, but
the turbulent were allowed to trample all law un¬
der foot with impunity. He denied that such con¬
duct was the act of Americans. It was the for-
eign population ; and the cause of the lukewarm-
ness displayed by the local authorities he at¬
tributed it to the fact of a desire to conciliate that
foreign influence for base political ends. No
American of good character had taken any partiu these transactions. He said that this gentle¬
man could have traversed his State, and the whole
southern States, without having had any violence
offered him ; or, if offered, it would have been
crushed and put down instantly by the people.Mr. DOUGLAS said, that he regretted that anyeflbrt had been made to draw any comparison be¬
tween the different sections of the country on thia
subject. Good citizens.the whole American
people throughout the whole country alike.wouldcondemn these outrages offered to thia gentleman.Mr. EVERETT also regretted that anything haybeen said of a sectional character on this matter.
This gentleman had travelled through his State,and had been most hospitably received there. He
(Mr. E.) had made his persoual acquaintance there.
He expressed his firm belief that the accusations
against this gentleman were unfounded. In this
country the gentleman had said nothing, and had
done no act affording the slightest justification or
provocation for the violence offered liiin.
Mr. ADAMS thought that this was a matter not

coming under the jurisdiction of this body. Con¬
gress had nothing to do with' riots or assaults ;they properly belonged to the local authorities of
the States. He regretted that any violence had
occurred.
Mr. CASS said tbat, if this person was clothed

with the diplomatic authority, Congress had juris¬diction over the subject of affording protection to
foreigu ministers, Sec.
Mr. PETT1T thought the resolution a very

proper one. Ifhe came here as a diplomatic agent,he was entitled to respect and protection. He
deprecated the reference to sectional lines. Some
time since, a Spanish representative was treated
most outrageously in New Orleans, and some of
this violence occurred in Baltimore, both placesbeing in southern States. He thought the local
authorities in Cincinnati had shown a desire to
protect him, because from their very over vigi¬
lance they had themselves violated the law.

Mr. WELLER followed, contending that Con¬
gress had no jurisdiction over this subject. If this
person were an accredited foreign ambassador,the President knew it, and had only to instruct his
district attorney to execute the laws. The law of
1790 provided fully for the offence. He attributed
these demonstrations to the Italian and German
population of the cities, who had fled from tyrannywithin our country, and who naturally felt excite¬
ment when this man, who was accused of being
one of the instigators of that cruelty, came among
thein. While he kuew nothing of his ^uilt or in¬
nocence, he could not help saying, that in peacea¬bly assembling to express their opinion othim, if
he were guilty of only one-half of what his coun¬
trymen accuse him, they were right in so doing.
[Applause in the galleries.]

After which, the resolution was agreed to.
Mr. FISH introduced a bill providing rooms for

holding the United States courts in the city ofNew
York ; which was read a third time and passed-Mr. BADGER submitted « resolution, provid¬
ing that hereafter Friday of each week shall be de¬
voted to the consideration ofprivate bills.

After an executive session,
The Senrte adjourned.

House of Representative!*
The SPEAKER laid before (lie House several

communications from the War Department, rela¬
tive to certain surveys; which were referred to
the Committee on Commerce.
Mr. HUNT ofl'ered a resolution, directing the

clerk of the House to pay to the widow of S. S.
Prentiss, late of Mississippi, any balance which
may be due on account of mileage, under the
resolution of February 6, 1833, while he and Mr.
Word were contesting the seats of Messrs. Cj.ai-
boknk and Gholsun, of that Slute. [The balance
due to the estate is over $700.)
The question having been taken, the resolution

was adopted.
UTAH.

On motion of Mr. BERNHISEL, it was.
Kftohttl, That the Committee on Territories be Instructed

to inquire into the expediency of extending tho provisionsof tbe Oregon land law over the Territory of Utah; and
that they report by bill or otherwise.

AGRICULTURAL BUREAU.
On motion of Mr. BENSON, it was.
Rrtolvtd, That the Committee on Agriculture be In¬

structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing anAgricultural Bureau, to be connected with the Departmentof ths Interior, and that they report by bill or otherwise.

VIRGINIA MILITARY LAWD DISTRICT.
On motion ol Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio, it was
Rrtolvtd, That the Committee on Public Lands be in¬

structed to inquire what legislation is necessary in rela¬
tion to the retidne of land lying in the Virginia militarydistrict in Ohio, and that they report 4>y bill or otherwise.
Several other resolutions, calling for informa¬

tion, were adopted.
KRIE RAILROAD D I F T I C U L T I E S.

The House resolved itself into Committee of
the Whole on the state of the Union.Mr. Orr, in
the chair.and resumed the consideration of the
consideration of the resolutions proposing to refer
the various branches of the President's annual
message to the appropriate standing committees.
Mr. WADE said that, when the House were

last in Committee, there was a contest between
(he "hirds" and the "softs," and this created
much excitement, and excluded the discussion of
any other subject. He had himself made up his
mind as to the merits of the controversy, he hoped
conclusively. He was reminded of what lawyers
call proceedings at law with a cross bill. In his
opinion, both parties had succccded in showing
they are entitled to relief, which, he trusted, theywould not receive, It was his intention to go in¬
to an examination of that subject, bccause it was,
with him aud his constituents a kind of Kilkenny
cat affair. He was content the two parties should
eat each other up.
He then proceeded to speak ofthe Erie railroad

controversy, accusing Pennsylvania of bad faith,
and with slopping the travel on that route. That
State was to. blame, and the difficulties had their
inception in fraud on the people of the west.
There is no justification of her course. He im¬
plored the committee to look at this subject in its
true light.

Mr. RITCHIE, of Pennsylvania, briefly set
forth the facts in the case under discussion, in¬
sisting that the locating of the road at Erie was
an invasion, by Ohio, of the territory of Pennsyl¬vania, to the ruin of the heritor of Erie. So far
from that State being of the character the gentle¬
man who preceded him had represented, her his¬
tory, from her foundation to the present time, was
marked by kindness, courtesy, and honor.

Mr. DRUM said that the reproach cast on Penn¬sylvania by the gentleman from Ohio was alto¬
gether uncalled for. He thought there could be
no occasion for the discussion of the ques^pnhere, as it was one on which ihe general govern¬
ment could not act. Because a small portion of
the population of Pennsylvania have thought
proper to right themselves by force, was not a
sufficient warrsnt for the gentleman to attack the
entire population and the public faith of that
State.

Mr. CAMPBELL took the ground that the Erie
difficulties were not of a local character merely,but affected national interests, as the commerce ofOhjo, Indiana, Illinois, and other States was ob¬
structed and tbe transit of the mails prevented.The President of the United States and the federal
courts should cnforce the laws in the premises.Mr. WASHBURN, of Illinois, regretted that a
State like Pennsylvania, the great Keystone of the
national arch, should yiekl its name to uphold the
Erie mob. What, he asked, can she expect if she
deals with the west in this way, obstructing the
travel and commerce with the several Stales ?

Mr. OLIVER, of Missouri, obtained the floor,when the committee rose,
And the House adjourned.

Commnnitaitb.
To the Editors of the Washington Sentinel:

I see, by the late proceedings of the Senate
of the United States, that they have uuder con¬
sideration the case of Mr. Phelps, of Vermont,
which presents in some of its features not only
a new question under the Constitution, hut im¬
portant considerations connected with the Stuto
governments, which demfcnd deliberate action
on the part of the Senate. Entertaining views
of the subject wholly differing from those which
have been expressed by Mr. Phelps, and beingdecidedly ofopinion thathe has no right to retain
his seat in the Senate under the executivo ap¬pointment, I beg to submit, through your jour¬nal, the following views upon the subject.Having no particular fondness for superfluityof speaking or writing, especially for their
own sakes, 1 consult brority rather than ex¬
pansion as the best means of getting you to
publish and the public to reaa this article.
The facts of this case are simply these : Mr.
Upham, a senator from Vermont whose term
of service would have expired in March, 1855,
having died during the recess of the legislature
of his State, the then acting governor appointed
Mr. Phelps to fill the vacancy occasioned by
Mr. Upham's death, and undor this executive
appointment Mr. P. took his seat in the Senate;
since which the legislature of Vermont con¬
vened at their annual session and formally
adjourned without makiug any appointment
or filling the vacaucy created by Mr. Upham's
death. Mr. Phelps now contends that he is
entitled to serve out the term for which Mr.
Upham was elected, and has accordingly, with¬
out any previous action by the Senate, taken
his seat. The question presented for the Sen¬
ate's consideration is, had he the right to do so ?
The third section of the first article of the

Constitution of the United States contains this
provision:

" The Senate of the United States shall be
composed of two senators from each State,
chosen by the legislature thereoffor six years;
and each senator shall have one vote. And if
vacancies happen by resignation or otherwise
during the recess of the legislature of any
State, the executive thereofmay make temporary
appointments until the next meeting of the
legislature, which shall then Jill such vacancy."
Now, in Bupport of Mr. Phelps's claim to

hold on, he contends that the limitation of the
executive appointment, under the Constitution,
must be construed as applying alone to the
power of appointment by the executive, and
not to the tenure of the office; and, in defence
of this construction, he argues that if it was
otherwise, and the limitation was to the ofliee,
that it would necessarily terminate at the
moment the legislature assembled; and this
canuot be so, because, he says, the Senate of
the United States had heretofore solemnly so
decided in the case of General Samuel Smith,
a senator from the State of Maryland. Now,
I have no means of ascertaining what the facts
or circumstances were which operated upon the
Senate to make any such decision; but J feel
justified in saying that under no state of things
that I can imagine was such a decision consti¬
tutional, or ought it to be considered as bind¬
ing upon any future Senate. Mr. Phelps ad¬
mits that, as that decision was that the senator
had the right of holding on during the session,
and his appointment did not end with the meet¬
ing of the legislature, it was evidently er¬
roneous, inasmuch as it would conjlict with the
rights of the legislature at any lime during
the session to fill the vacancy. This, Mr. Phelps
admits, is an interpretation of the Constitution
that cannot be sustained. That such could not
have been the intention of the 'senators who
decided the case of General Smith, is quite
certain. The words of the resolution or the
Senate, in that case, wcro expressly limited to
the session, and it was doubtless, intended to
decide nothing more than that the temporary
appointment did not cease when the legislaturefirst met, but was to continue until the legisla¬
ture chose to make a permanent one; and iftheyfailed to do bo, then the executive appointments
would cease with the session. I he case of
General Smith, then, can form no precedentin the present case, if it even were admitted to
be correct, which is wholly denied. What the
facts and circumstances were, under which the
decision was made, do not appear. Whether
the case was examined or discussed, or in¬
tended to operate as a precedent for the future
action of the Senate does not appear. Might
not the esprit de corps, or other considerations
not now to be ascertained, have influenced that
particular case ? Upon these points there is
110 information, and it rests upon a single reso¬
lution, affirming the right of a party to hold
his seat during the whole session of the legis¬
lature who had the right at any moment to
fill the vacancy. Whatever did operate to pro¬duce that decision, however, it cannot and
ought not to form any precedent for the de¬
cision of the present case. 7
But it is argued that there is in fact no ex¬

press limitation in the Constitution to the ap¬pointment made by the governor in such a cose
as the presentonej and that there was no necessityfor any such limitation; that the appointmentcarried with^it its own limitation; that it was
to fill a vacancy, which could endure no longerthan the vacancy existed; that the appointment
being a temporary one, and subject to the ac¬
tion of a superior authority, it was terminAble
at any moment when the legislature of tho
State had, the capacity to act, and should in
fact ad.

Now, this is a petitio principii. It begs tho
whole question, and takes for granted that
which is denied. That such was not the view
of the framers of the Constitution, nor a just
construction of its provision, is manifestly clear.
There is a limitation to these executive ap¬
pointments in express terms. The languageof the Constitution is, that the appointmen?shall be temporary, and continue until the meet¬
ing of the next .legislature, which shall then fillthe vacancy. Hence, although it was to fill a
vacanoy, the appointment was not to endure,
as Mr. Phelps supposes, until the legislature ofthe State should not only have the capacity to
act, but should act.in other words, uutil a new
apnointment was actually made.
Now, if such had been tho intention of tho

framers of the Constitution, would they have
employed the words used in the Constitution ?
Who better understood the import of words
than Madison and Hamilton, and Morris, the
latter of whom gave shape to the Constitution?
How much more proper and easy would it have
been to have said that these temporary appoint¬
ments by the executive should continue until
the State legislatures should fill the vacancies 1
That is Mr. Phelps's doctrine. But such was
not the object of tne wise men who formed the
Constitution. They intended, in case of vacan¬
cies in the Senate, (at best a small body,) that
each State should be represented temporarily,until the actual assembly of tho State legisla¬ture in session, which was to fill the vacancy,and when the executive appointment ceased.
The actual meeting of the legislature termi¬
nated the temporary appointment, and left the
vacancy to be filled. Besides, this provision,giving to one individual so important an ap¬pointment as that of senator, ought to be con- .1
(trued strictly, and not by enlarging and ex¬
tending it. All equivalents might be rejected.The Senate, in a case like this, can take no
inch liberty with constitutional provisions, M
the judges often do, as well with constitutional
compacts as with ncta of the ordinary legisla-
ture. Legal subtleties and refinements are to
be disregarded. The Constitution, as written,
must be the guide; and as it expressly declares,
in so many words, that the appointment shall
be temporary, and continue until the meeting
of the legislature, it follows inevitably, asane
cessary consequence, that, when they do actually
assemble, the temporary appointment ceases
and there ia a vacancy to fill. This is the
manifest meaning and intention of the words of
the Constitution, or they mean nothing.

Whether the legislature then acts or not, is

wholly immaterial. The provision in the Con¬
stitution was doubtless intended to enable them
to act, and that promptly, but to leave the pro¬priety or necessity of dome so to the discretion
and decision of the State itself. If they acted
and filled the vacancy, no injury could result
from having only one representative; if theydid not act, then the Stuto would remain with
one senator.which, however, was a matter for
the consideration of the State alone. The wise
men' wl)0 formed the Constitution knew full
well that the interest of each State to maintain
its full representation in such a body as the
senate would be an ample security againstthe abuso of the trust, aud therefore safe in the
hands of the State governments. The fact, then,of the State's having only one representative in
the Senate, cannot be permitted to influence
the decision of that body in a case like the pre¬
sent. And here it may be said that the cotem-
poraneous history of the Constitution gives force
to snch a construction of this provision of it
as I now maintain. There were few parte, if
any, of the proposed plan of government more

strongly objected tp 1nan that which related to
the Senate, its mode of appointment, nnd tenure
of office of its members.

Their appointment even, by the State legis¬lature, was strongly opposed, upon the groundthat, by forbearing to make appointments of
senators, as they might do, they could destroythe national government. This was admitted
by its friends to be an evil in the plan; but it
was one which could not be avoided without
excluding the State governments from their
place in the formation of any national govern¬ment, and an eutire abandonment of thefederaljnrinciple, and would, moreover, have deprivedthe State sovereignties of one of the great safe¬
guards intended to be provided in any planthat might be adopted. The bare idea of an
appointment of senators by the executive of a
State would have been ridiculed and scouted.
Indeed, one of the strong objections to the
Senate s having anything to do with their own
appointments was, that it was too independentand aristocratic a body, and needed only one
other ingredient.the power of filling up its own
vacancy.to make it dangerous to the liberties
of the country. Now, the present case, if sanc¬
tioned, would be an ingenious mode of attain:
ing (to a limited extent) such a power, by
means of construction ana implication. I beg,therefore, to repeat that this clause, confirm¬
ing the temporary appointment of senator of
the United States upon the governor of a State,(which, in passing, I will say. is rarely, if ever,confirmed by the legislature,) ought to be con¬
strued strictly and rigidly, instead of being en¬
larged and extended.
With the motives and causes which influenced

the legislature of Vermont to adjourn without
filling the vacancy occasioned by Mr. Upham'adeath, the Senate can have nothing to do, in
deciding upon Mr. Phelps's claim. It is not
their province to enter (if they had the means
of doing so, which 1 presume they have not)iuto the political or party feuds of any State,(always productive ofmore mischiefthan good,)but to leave it to the States to settle and ad¬
just their own difficulties amongst themselves ;and if the result should be to deprive them of a
portion of their representation in the Senate,that is a matter with which the Senate of the
United States have nothing to do, and cannot
be called upon to remedy, especially by per¬mitting an individual to continue to represent
a State in such a body as the Senate, who was
certainly not its choice, and for whom, possibly,
not one member of the legislature had voted.
Certain it is that Mr. Phelps was not its choiqe,
or he would have been elected; but, rather
than elect, him'or any otje else, they preferredthat Vermont should go unrepresented. Whether
they would have made an appointment if theyhau supposed that by not doing bo Mr. Phelpswould have been allowed to take his seat under
the executive appointment, might be matter of
conjecture: but cannot, and ought not, to enter
into the decision of this important constitu¬
tional question. Nor do I mean to be under¬
stood as expressing any opinion as to the views
or intentions of the members of the Vermont
legislature in regard to Mr. Phelps. Decencyand propriety forbid it.

1 have no 6cruples, however, in asserting, as
my opinion, that the only true and safe con¬
struction of the Constitution .is to regard the
temporary appointment by the exccutivo as

tually in session; ana, if no appointmentbo m,ado by them, to leave the consequenceswith the State, where the Constitution intended
it should rest for good or evil. Indeed, the
Senate have no discretion in this matter. I
enter my protest against the right of the Senate
to set aside the plain words of the Constitution,by deciding what was meant and intended byits framers. To dojhis would destroy not onlythe compact itself; but would bo dangerous to
liberty. To vest such powers in a judge, has
always been regarded with jealousy and dis¬
trust in all free governments. It was Lord
Camden (an ornament not only to his profes¬sion, but to his country and human nature)who said that discretion in judges was tho law
of tyrants: that it was always unknown, was
casual, and too often depending upon consti¬
tution, temper, and habit.in the best, ca¬
price ; in tho worst, every vice, folly, and pas¬sion to which human nature wai liable. To
prevent all this was tho object of a written
Constitution. So much for the argument of
this case.

ceasing

, It may be proper, in conclusion, and just to
myself, to Bay, that of the high character and
standing of Mf. Phelps'I beg to be understood
as not wishing or intending to express a mo¬
mentary doubt; on the contrary, I am free todo full justice to the motives that have in¬fluenced him in taking the courso he has
adopted, and believe that lie has been governedby what he regards as the constitutional rightsot his State, apart from all personal considera¬
tions ; but yet, regarding it in a light whollydifferent from that in which he has presentodif, and as it mav form a precedent hereafter
affecting other States of the Union, and be¬
lieving that there is a contagion in the force of
all precedents which few men have sufficient
force of mind to resist, especially in large de-

moreover, all precedents upon constitutional
questions as dangerous in a government like
ours, I must enter my protest, as an American
citizen and an old national Stato-rights [demo¬
crat, against the establishment of a precedentwhich is to"bo in Bome sort testimentary, and
hereafter to bind the Senate in its courso of ac¬
tion in cases of a similar character.

IgDuThere is an eastern tale of a magicianwho discovered, by his inoantationSj that the
philosopher's stone lay on the bank of a certain
river, but was unable to determine its locality
more definitely. He therefore proceeded alongthe bank with a piece of iron, to which he ap¬plied successively all the pebbles he found. As
one after another they produced no change in
the metal, he flune them into the stream. At
last he hit upon the object of his search, and
the iron became gold in his hand. But alas I
he had become so accustomod to the " touch
and go" movement that the real stone was in¬
voluntarily thrown into the river after the others,
and lost to him forever. I think this story well
allegorises the fate of the coquette. She has
tried and discarded so many hearts that at
length she throws away the right one from pureforce of habit.Spirit of the Times.

He mingles with the music-stream
In all its varying tide*,.

And when subdued, it seems to rest,.
Like scphyrs on the wavelet's breast
He o'er its surface glides;

But when a Nation's voice to speak,
The passion strain it takes,

Like rushing surge by winds opprest,.
He rises on its wildest crest,
And rales the storm be makes.
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